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Fred Rice

n the evening hours of
July 10th, while my
nephew Paul and | were at Vin
tage Days, we got a phone call
telling us that Fred Rice, my
brother, Paul o
lapsed in the grocery store neaf
his home in Ashland, unable tof
breathe, and was on his way to

the hospital.

Not long after, we learned
that Fred had died before arriv4{
ing at the emergency room. A

Fred was 72 years old, eleve
years my senior. | thought
about the fact that his death
occurred while | was at this
most favorite motorcycle event
and that | probably would not
have been there had it not bee
for him.

In 1958, on a whim he bor-
rowed a motorcycle, an Ariel
500cc single, and on that brief
lark took me, his little brother,
for a ride that changed my life behind, by the reasons this But specifically, in the con-
forever, for the better. world is different because we text of this newsletter, he left

Fred didnét cwereddre.t he bug amedith motorcycling, thatis as
never cared much forthe beastsl cannot c¢ at amuwlyap&trobnib@dsavitar ac e s

Boone Sutherland and Fred Rice in conversation
at a Saturday Bluegrass Beemers gathering.

again, but obviously the gene in that way in this short internal organ, incapable of
skipped a generation and piece....he left a wife of nearly removal.
landed full force in his son forty eight years, four children, For that | will always thank
Paul. eight grandchildren and memohim.

We are measured, in large ries that they and | will always 0 John Rice

part, by the influences we leavbave.

Apexis the official newsletter of Bluegrass Beemers, Inc.
Lexington, Kentucky MOA #146 RA #449
Paul Elwyn, Editor
paul.elwyn@gmail.com
Deadline for submissions is the last day of the month.
Back issues ofApexcan be accessed at
http://www.bluegrassheemers.org

Join us at Frischodéds fJon
on any Saturday, 79:30 a.m.
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Race Report:

Road America 06-12/13 and
Grattan Raceway 06-19/20

By Brian Sawyer #508

fter a long schedule out long straightaways. Thisis a day before the races Saturday
West, AHRMA re- BIG Horsepower track. For and Sunday.
turned to eastern side of the that reason, we left the BMW | never preregister for prac-
country in mid June for Road racebike at home. Noneedtot i ce because you

America in Elkhart Lake, replace a broken Camshaft/  when rain will be forecast and

Wisconsin. Crankshaft/Connecting Rod etthere is no upcharge to pay for
Thisis agreattrack, 4milesbecause we di ditabthe last mihutec&ndt h e

in length, with 14 turns and  Tach hit 9800 rpm. Thursday we had a pretty good

We took the Ducati 800SS torrential rain, making the
and Yamaha YZ450f. The plarthought or coming down that
- : \ was to stay up North for the long straight to turn 1 on a wet
& & week between these two racestrack a bit inhibiting. That tor-
.
_—

A but the reality of the economy rential rain Thursday led to
: \ won, and we came back to getsome flooding but subsided by
% R B, some billable hours in betweerEriday morning.
“ - Y That straightaway at the bot- So Friday morning, the skies
tom is over 4000 feet long, andwvere gray but the rain had
the back straight is over 3500 stopped and | marched down to
feet, plenty of time to build up the registration desk to pay for
a big head steam coming into practice that day.
the turn. The Unofficial Ahrma Forum

So having never been on thishad a discussion about practice
track before | was eager to geta few days previous, as many
some time in at practice on Frithought the $120 fee was rather
high, as itdés wusu
the real contention was about
whether it was going to be $120
per Racer or per Bike!

We were assured that this had
all been straightened out and it
woul d be fAPer Rac

So imagine my ungrateful
response when the registration
worker told me that it would be
$240 to practice that day with
two bikes. | responded that |
thought this had been worked
out and was told it had been,
that it would be $240 for two
bikes.

pucari
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KORLER PO /e

In 1883, the Kohler Foundry produced an enameled

cast iron Hog Scalder/water trough, and began selling

it as a ABath Tub, 0 marking th
products manufactured by Kohler Co.

Torrential rain on Thursday caused some flooding.

Hog Scalder/water trough, andjs
Solsaid nothankyou,and began selling
went into the town of Kohler, Tub o, mar ki ng
WI to be a tourist for the day! plumbing products manufac-
Now Kohler, Wl was only 20 tured by Kohler Co.
mi |l es away and Kehtesmaiatains hang daf the
Towno buil t t oolderfastdrytbhildings ancithe
planning designed in 1917 by Design Center was housed in 3
the Olmstead Brothers (the  former Basketball Gymnasium
Landscape Architectural firm of a Company run school in
that laid out the streets of Ash-Kohler, with all of their latest
land Park here in Lexington). bed and bath products.
This was a very innovative fac- So | entertained myself pe-
tory town, with very pleasant rusing the Whirlpool baths, = Kohler Company that day. So track had relinquished about
worker housing. toilet bowls, lavatories, Kitcherwhen | returned to the track  noon that day, and allowed rac-

In 1883, the Kohler Foundry sinks company history, and  around 5:PM that day, | was ers to practice for a half day
produced an enameled cast iroscommunity involvement of the surprised to find out thatthe r at e of $60 per R
Damn!

| really needed that practice,
and Saturday we would only
have two practice sessions be-

. fore racing began at Noon. So |
went out on each bike and tried
as best | could to start learning

[ the track. The track was still
damp in sections, and | would
crest the top of a small hill,

Kohler, W, a 6Factory Towno built with uddnmdtheRewash8harp @ de s
Olmstead Brothers. to followébut was
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every time | tightened up the wards, and upon reversing it, all
rear axle, the rear wheel wouldwas fine.
not rotate freely. Something  But there went Race One on
was amiss. Day 1. Maybe | could have
I coul dnét f i figureddehis out soaner,tif]had n d
decided to lightly tighten the practiced on Friday!
axle nut and safety wire it, and So that was race 3, and now |
look at it later. When | took théhad to refocus my goal on Race
Ducati out for practice, the 6 on the Yamaha. | needed to
track still seemed wet, and  relinquish my guilt over that
when | would go to accelerate stupid oversight, and concen-
out of the corners, that torqueytrate on the next race. Race
engine would break traction, time came, | was on the starting
and | could feel the wheel slip. grid, | was determined to get a
So it came to race time, and thgimp on the start, go for the
Ducati was up first. We went lead and carry it thru to the end.
out for the warrerup lap, the | revved up the motor, held it at
hander or right? A foumile hind him. There was a short track was dry, and still | could 6000 rpm, | dropped the
track is longer than anything | straight and | dove into the in- feel the wheel slip. Somethingc | ut chét he bi ke |
had ever been on, and 14 turnsjde latebraking him and cut- else was wrong. wardé. and died.
turn in points, gear selection foting him off coming out of turn  Then it hit me. That was my | had killed the motor by not
given speed at each turn and 5. | almost went wide and gaveear axle slipping back and  adequately feathering the
two bikes that vary thisinfor- i t back t o hi nforth'b cotuld notegd alit thene cldtdh. | hurriedly pulled out
mation was too much to masteonly had to hold this lead for 6 and race this thing, | was a darthe kick lever, two kicks and |
from two practice sessions, | more turns. | was a scalded ger to myself and everyone onwas going again, but the pack
was in trouble. dog, running for my life. I had the track in a race. | made it was gone, there were a half
Worse than that was my old never beaten Kevin before, an@round the track and went into mile away now. | ran for all |
nemesis, Kevin Brown was  he was good. You could not my pit area, forfeiting the race.was worth over that 24 mile
there from Kansas City. Kevinscrew up, or he would punish | put it up on the rear stand andace, but | could not make it up.
and | went back 6 years ago, you. sure enough you could move | took a forth place. Damn,
when he first humbled me ina We passed the finish line, anthe axle with your hand. | had dumb mistake No. 2!
race in Louisiana, when upon he came along side only a halfinstalled the wheel spacer baclBay 1 over.
passing me in the™4ap, he second behind me, but that was
turned around on his bike and enough!
gave me a patronizing wave,  But that was then and this
indicating he was history. | hadvas now, at Road America.
never forgotten that wave. He Different track, one | did not
di dnét come o uknowfaodKewnédadyaceoha
races these days. We had racdtere many times. | was riding
last fall at Barber, and be beat the YZ450 in Sound of Singles
me on Saturday that weekend.2 class in the race with Kevin.
But on Sunday, | stayed with Over on the Ducati, which was
him, followed him for 5 laps. | entered in Battle of Twins
watched his every move, wheréBOT) Formula 3 | had a differ-
his turn points were, his shift ent set of problems. | had
points, his brake points and changed the sprockets for
noticed he was braking a little higher gearing for Road Amer-
early in turn 5. ica, and back home | had-re
Soinlap 5 of a 6 lap race, | installed the rear wheel, and th
followed into turn 4 right be- asymmetrical wheel spacer, al
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Over 500 miles of driving,
hauling two bikes and an Air-
stream Trailer, Gasoline for theg
above, $400 in race entry fees,
and two dumb mistakes and th
day was a wash! Not much to
show for those efforts.

Oh, and No 1 in the Sound off
Singles Raceé
Brown.

Day 2: Ok, problems fixed
with the Ducati. Two practice
rounds on each bike, starting tg
get comfortable with my turn in
points, gear selections, picking
up speed in some of the turns,
or at least not scrubbing off as
much speed going into turns.
Race 3 coming up for Ducati.
Weat her is ¢cl e
weird thing ab
there are several turns that the
track surface is darker than the
straights, making it appear

damp and it 6s Ducatrider between Tim and Ireal competition. Packitin, deal? Now | had come on this

Race 3 about to start, the | can gain enough ground that and head out. trip to RA and Grattan alone,
clutchonthe Ducatiisareal Ti m wondt be alimentionedeadier tima | hadall my racing buddies of the
trick to feather, | basically back. | pass the Ducati, Tim planned on staying up North foonce large and formidable
dondt try, | j amcsl go irkoghe phicané sde the wegk in between, butthe A Kent ucky Wr ecki n
low, and get the clutch out as by side, Tim goes wide a bit, economy being what itis, it  had outgrown their leathers, or
quickly as possible andtryto HE6S GONE OFF dliHEEn 6t s eem | ihackinsuranseiproblemsjorbne or

gain ground with that torquey TRACK INTO THE GRASS! vacation. | head out of Elkhartreason or another had opted not
motor. The race is off, | geta No looking back now, one lap Lake area about 6:PM local to come out. So it was encour-
pretty good start surprising my{o go, we take Second Place! time, and get into Lexington aging to me when #gearold

self, and go into turn one in theThe weekend is looking betterlabout 4:45 AM. Monday is a Don Drake from Decatur, Illi-

top 34 racers. Day 2, pretty wasted day, but unload nois showed up.
My attention to the track is Race 6: Sound of Singles. Sthe truck and get a few things  Don had been there in the pits
paying off; | am following Tim her e we ar e, idones ti me t o r aithene at Ddytona thisyear,

Lyle, who is the class points need to play hard, aggressive, 06.18.10 Grattan Raceway and had prepared
leader on an SV650. | pass but not stupid. Get a good staf@n top of that there was an- Kenny Baker to race for years.
Tim Lyle (34), late breaking and earn the win. | get a prettyother problem with the Ducati. Don knew what the gearshift
into turn 5, and he comes backgood start, but Kevin Brown | had noticed it at Road Amer- problem was right off. The toe
a lap later and passes me baclkand another racer bothgeta i ca t oo ét he g eoamynevhbodtstwasnhocker d
There is a Ducati 900 from an-better start. not upshift on the first attempt.than the old boots and not al-
other class, who has considera- | run a pretty solid race, no It would go into second fine, lowing the shift lever to drop
bly more power in the straightst e a | mi st ak e s, butlattemptsttaahk third vdrd adae after an upshift, appar-
but the rider is uncertain in the Kevin Brown takes %, missed shift. Now this never ently a Ducati requirement. A
turns. ..nothing for him this weekend.happen before and the only little adjustment to the shift

If | can get past him, and  Still too much to learn about thing different is | had gotten linkage and problem solved!
pass Tim Lyle, and wedge the this track for me to offer up anynew racing boots, what was th@ hen we adjusted the Penske



Bluegrass Beemers Apex . August 2010 . Page 7

Race Report:

Road America 06-12/13 and
Grattan Raceway 06-19/20

By Brian Sawyer #508

show Mr. Brown that last fall at The Yamaha was great and it
Barber was no fluke. Thé"6 was a great race! As good a
race went off and Kevin had hisace as | had, there was a guy
typical great start beating me out there ahead of me by 3 sec-
off the line, but | was right be- onds a lap. He runs a website
hind him and there was no oneselling aftermarket parts for
else there. | followed him into converted 450cc dirt bikes, and
turn 2, 3, and 4. We went on the bike he ran was tricked out
like that till we got to a little  with CNC milled thumb brake/
stretch of straight after turn 9. rear brake, and a multitude of
Turn 10 is a very sharp 170  other items.

degree tur n, s eSoforDdy 2gretlaeDacptilns t
my kind of | atteel8%raced khadeao some- o
the turn, take the inside line anthing about that suspension.
cut-emoff kinda place! It The Ducati did not feel planted,
worked, | had taken the lead would not flick into turns with
rear shock by lengthening it, Next up was the Sound of  from Mr. Brown. |ran hard, ease.

putting more weight on the  single race in the'§ againa  but he was not done. He fol-  We enlisted the aid of another

front end to help it turn in racer named Kevin Brown(57).lowed me down the straight, racer to help check the sag on

quicker. | was pretty pumped up from thruturn 1 and cut me offin- t he front end, an
So day 1, race 3 for the the Ducati race, | knew this  side on turn 2. We went aroun@ell below the recommended

Ducati appr oa ctiaaghe gearindos theaYag t¢he tdack again, and againlcut 61 1 6 f or a race

cl ean r ace an dmahathad séeiedw bittshort ihitm eff in turn 10. We traded backed off the préoad on the

4" place finish | take. So tak- the straight yesterday, so | hadeads one more time before | front springs. Next time out, a

ing that 4", not far behind Tim dropped a tooth on the rear thdinally took the checkered fagwor | d of di ffer en
Lyle, the class points leader night before and was pretty suffer 2° place with a track time believe it was the same bike. |
showed me again, that the | was optimal for just peaking faster than everyone running ircould turn in, and flick it right

Ducati could compete with the out in 8" gear at the end of the the Thruxton class and all the and left with ease! Never mind
SV650s that dominated the  straight, but still making powerbikes in Battle of Twins F2 compression dampening, or

class. We just needed to sort at around 8500 rpm. A good except for one, who just clippedebound dampening, lets keep

out that suspension a bit. start and | was sure | could  me at the finish line. this simple for now. So as race

L

Grattan Raceway (Dt M 7201 Lessiter Rd! Eem.ng‘z@ 4880914
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3 approached, | had a newfoungho had lots more power on

again, and there was that Buell.
| could get around that Buell,
and stick Tim with trying to
pass him, it would buy me
some time to build a lead Tim
could not make up. It worked,
and | took 2° Place!

The Ducati had proved it
could compete with anything in
the class. | was really pumped
up now. | still had the'6race
to go, and was determined to
complete my history with
Kevin Brown. The public ad-
dress system was terrible, you
could not hear the"®call for
any race half the time.

So when | got on the starting
grid for race 6, | looked for
Kevin Brown, and did not see
him. | assumed he might have
missed the 5 minute board, and
they may be making start from
the back of the pack. | had seen
them do that to him once be-
fore, and he back with such
vengeance that he won that
race. So | knew he was not to

confidence in the Ducati. The the straight, but pretty hesitantbe ruled out for that handicap.

race went off and | got a prettyin the turns.

So when the race went off, | got

good start. It was me and Tim | was having a real good racea good start, and ran hard
Lyle and there was this Buell with Tim Lyle, we had traded against a SV650 running in a
1125(167), from another class,leads twice, but | passed him different class, BOT F2, it was



